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Examples of procedures with 
anticipated exposure risks

Level 2 Low Low Low • Simple excisional biopsies
• Excision of 'lumps & bumps'
• Ophthalmological procedures
• Simple ear, nose, and throat (ENT) procedures
• Tonsillectomies
• Endoscopic gastrointestinal procedures
• Simple orthopaedic procedures during which tourniquets are used
• Open hernia repair
• Minimally invasive surgery (MIS)
• Interventional radiology or catheter laboratory

Level 3 Moderate Moderate Moderate • Mastectomies
• Arthroscopic orthopaedic procedures
• Endoscopic urological procedures, eg transurethral prostate resections (TURP)
• Open gastrointestinal and genitourinary procedures

Level 4 High High High • Any procedure in which the surgeon's hands and arms are in a body cavity
• Orthopaedic procedures during which prosthesis are used
• Open cardiovascular / thoracic procedures
• Trauma procedures
• Cesarean sections
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